
Personal Politics is a touring exhibition of prints produced at Martha Street Studio in Winnipeg by six prominent 
contemporary Manitoba artists; Scott Benesiinaabandan, Aganetha Dyck, Jeanette Johns, Sara Anne Johnson, Kristin 
Nelson and Darren Stebeleski. All of these artists explore their respective personal politics within the framework 
of their art practices. Produced under the curatorial direction of Sheila Spence, Executive Director of Martha Street 
Studio, the exhibition will travel until March 2012 following its debut at NORVA Centre in Flin Flon during Culture 
Days.

Aganetha Dyck, Sarah Anne Johnson, Jeanette Johns and Kristin Nelson investigate environmental issues in this 
exhibition. Each places these issues in a unique context.  Aganetha Dyck uses her collaboration with bees to discuss 
environmental impact. Sarah Ann Johnson places fictitious architectural interventions in remote northern land-
scapes as a dramatic foreshadowing of human’s predisposition to colonization. Using Lake Agassiz as a metaphor 
Jeanette Johns examines climate change, which began over 13,000 years ago. Winnipeg parking lots, the subject of 
Kristin Nelson’s work, become the locus for discussion about community common space and the isolated individual-
ism of the car.

Scott Benesiinaabandan and Darren Stebeleski’s politics take a different turn. Darren Stebeleski explores a hopeful 
vision for a 21st century Utopia in his work. Scott Benesiinaabandan, a First Nations artist gives voice to the bifurca-
tion of First Nations’ identity in contemporary society, subverting the statement ‘We are not beautiful’ through the 
sacred tradition of Wendico leaving us with the message “Beautiful are we not?”
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Manitoba Arts Network is an association of arts and cultural organizations whose mission is connecting 
creativities and supporting the development of the arts in rural and northern communities.

Martha Street Studio is a production space with a studio gallery, operated by the Manitoba Printmakers 
Association. Martha Street Studio offers the artistic community equipment, facilities, and support in the 
production, exhibition, and dissemination of print-based works, at a local, provincial, national, and inter-
national level.

This exhibition is made possible through the generous support of Travel Manitoba.



Aganetha DyckScott Benesiinaabandan

After Dr. Edward Assmuss 1865, 2009Beautiful 1/5, 2011 (3 individually framed works)

Jeanette JohnsKristin Nelson

Retreating Agassiz, 9,900 B.P. 6/10 IIINo Parking 3/9, 2010

Darren StebelskiSarah Anne Johnson

LRT, 4/5, 2010

Triangle, 2011


