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Reds, blues, greans. Every colour on
ilﬂfbﬂ adds to the continuous canvas that
embodes klarguerite Ruddel's work

With each passing vear, her nasrative
grows bgzer and becomes past of the wurdd
shu abearbs, She leaves her pursomal cre-
ativrs flung wide open, ke a giary that sud-
denby appears on the coffes table A persoral
shry for each passerby to seeand share.

1find art is & temendous communes-
tom, Bt fouches afl people, and it enaiches (betr
live=."she said en 2 warm day in May as ghe
lssiod herselfvAth Ber asl,

Inzide her semadl la Prairie bunga-
low, Ruddell dalbed her brush in the blus

e, fillimng i Abe sy with light assd el
Hing the veid

‘This was 2 paknting for ber upcoming
xhiibit on bard Bfe. She will add same water-
iriu.'l later, b make her nature crealion coen-
plete.

Ruddall is 78 now and lookéng forwand
tn her Bith birthday celebralban, She will
mark tho pocasion with an eshil#tion of her
woek at the
o A 1, 2010,
Flowwers and More.

“IF= n d'.uuhﬂt_'l-:dv!:r;um' Rizddell said,
me:d.l:'," W] B Raking: o the huilding,
the (Willlam) Glesly (Centre) and the ads
cenkre,

I8 going o be quite & weekend with my
randdaushber married en Sabarcday in the
ket Contre,"she added.

Sirce ghe wag & yinang girl, Roddell has
let art consume her B, although she did
ool Fully pursue her gif undil her later yeass.
Today, hier paintings hang i private and e

rate collectings scross Canada, the Usiled

tes, England and fapan.

Ruaddell stufied with world-reanwaed

e and Déstrich Arts Cendre
e thiema will be Birds,

wildlife astists the Late Clasence Tillenius
arsl the labe Tack Hassand, who was involved
5] mm'ﬂ.n.g the Pertage Arte Cerdre, as well as
vther artisis in the media of oils, syl o
bﬂ:g;l‘-\.rtﬂ and ink, and watercalaue,

e ol P first wxchibits was in 1975 21 fhe
Portags Inslustrial Exhibition, snd she Eater
Pl on a galo evhibit in 1984 at the city's arl

gallery.

uf?sc talented astisl has nlsn received her
fair share of awnnds, inchiding Bt petes for
a pend] sketch in 1975; and Brst and secoed
Fgglngi Imy the Parrmys Trail an shew i a
professinnal waterrolour class in 1993, Her
Pleluzes were chosen foe various juricd arts
shens bebween 1950 and 2000, In 1994, one

tece was selected to lour in the Central
Rrg'sm usied Art Exhibiion.

Teacking her eraft has also been & preat
part of Bucklell's life. She has been teaching
arl o stadents at the Herman Prior B5-plos
Centre sinca 2007, andl at the Tostage and
Dhistrict Asts Cenbnt in 2005

As well, fr 2002 she puldished a bis-
tomy o the arts cenire’s first 25 years, In (e
pas, Ruddell has also merved a6 director of
the Poctage and District Arts Council, on
It eathilritorn commmitiee, as well a3 director
on Eha FOAC board. Al the Celebration of
bt Arts dinmer and ast auctian in May, she
was recognized as the 2008 honorary It
member with the Fortags and District Asts
Coundl

Originally from the Farkland region of
Manitoba, ﬁul.hlr]l moved lo Fortage in
ksl 1560, whiene her et lousished.

I have abways had an Inberst in ast " she
£aidd.*T doodhed a5 child™

For the pas! 21 vears, Tuddell has becn
teacking others aboud her caft and finding
and releasing the arhist thal has been
dormant there, Her talent as an artist has
inspired many of her shodents. At the 25t
Annizad Cenlral Region Juried Art Exhilitson

held In Fortage on May 29, five of her
students” pieces were enfered in the shoe,
&l Debbie Diraln's painling "Mom's Miaer”
wins selected bo by,

Drain has been taking clagses with
Raddell for about bwo years a2 the Heman
I'rar 55-plus Centre. =

"1 didn't know a thing until T went to
bz elnas, She b5 an excellerd teaches,” Drain
saicl. “The mose you do, the mere you pick
u{ trem other pcoéal-.-. it is the technique
she has taught ue, She lets us pick one gun
subjects, ared ghe will help s, Ambody can
dcl;?ﬂlworlhc}- weank™

arilyn Arnold [aspes, whae partidpated
In llludim-ied: art shaww for her Sa:mndF;lrne,
etarbed fakSng as classes with Ruddell In
faczary 2007 al the Prior Centre. Sho
ap, abes Ruddell's sensitivity net only
to b i, bt b the meeds of e ghiedents
sh beadves. Ruddell helped alleviabe some
#iress for Amold Jasper by offering her
persanal helpwhen she needed it

*Thad sl had breast cancer EUERUTY, 801
Twezs taking the comrse, and [ gat some v
m«{.‘dﬂl!ﬂ athertion,” Amald Jesper :ﬂ

¥ arm wak fa ghaly that she wenld teach
Ec a: btz hiuze on a'Euu?wuylllufnfi uf in

o class. 5o, B was very 1 hal some
privacy and some Lr-d.'n-l:-lgua! alsentice”

Armald Jasper sald Ruddell brings out
B tne artisk in her :Iudynb_“]:lm'mﬂ;_; shie
alline you o Be yoursell ancd i experiment

=ai

Michelle Lalancelbe, from Portage, whose
work wag enbered in the jurled 2t show,
studied wilh Ruddell for 8 year abnit ee
Vears &

*1 had just retired, and a friend =aid,
These are painting classes at the Herman
FPriog"she mld *T sahd, 'l am too young to go
fo the Fermnan Prioe” Twent, and Marguerits
past inspired me and inepired me. Even now,
even though 1 dost painkwith Margaerite in

her dagses, every painting I do 1ake aver o
her fos her to suggest whateves, If | ran bnbo
trouiile, T akways go back ko Marguerite, She
& my tokal mentec®

Arts centre manager Jean Armston
pressaled Buddel] with the honorary mﬂ
membership, She said Ruddell kas helped
cther artisls find their gifts, and their voice
Ly mhsl sk,

W i that to banear her for her years
and years of volurteerism, and shaging her
art and her £xdlls with Poctspe 1a Praide”
faid Anretrong.

“She brings her bove of nature and
;ﬁ:alnl?ﬁ:‘r lave of animals. What she

7% 1o It shiddemts is a genercaiiy of spirst
and a ki sharing.” o

O contemplating turedng 20, Ruddel]
said she won't stop pamuing her art or her
desire ta teach olhers the beauty they can
dizcmies o thisit own canvas.

*I hope, in teaching clasees, they will
learn to love the visnal arls, the creativity.
At 5 a form of self expression and ewelent
therapy in somi cases,” she wid. T lears a
bt fram v stdents, and B ghvesvou a good
feeling: the volunbeering.

The talented artisd contirmes (o bk fue
Bty in the natusal wordd and nses that fog
bercaft

“Treally foeus on nahoe Ruddell sadd, “1x
Is wihetie T'was raised, T spent many henirs o
hogsebuck i Ehe wilderness and learned o
nlserve a bot of wildlife [ also am inlerested
in more moderrdstéc art. | like all forms of
&S, (e} 1 keep coming hack to Bmvers and
mabare.

1 hawve dane considerable travelling
and was very inlerested in what you cen
dranw freen it all over Manisoba, the Yakos,
Ergland, the East Coast and Wesk | draw
whirever | o, ” ghe said,

“The vigual arts have abwas bevn n pari
of ey [




